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\^ne   Coronation
i/J LONG HOLIDAY at Weymouth with the Queen and their
younger children, enlivened by plenty of sea-bathing and numer-
ous excursions by land and sea, completed the cure; and when
George returned to Town in September 1789 he was in the best
of health and spirits. It gave him great satisfaction to see the
loyalty manifested by his people: it was a generous reward for
all his labours in their behalf in the past. * God Save the King'
was the tune of the moment: they danced to it in fashionable
homes; it was sung lustily before and after the play or opera;
the urchins whistled it in the streets. While the King was in
residence at Weymouth a party of fiddlers even hired a bathing
machine, and had it wheeled into the sea so that they could play
* God Save the King' as George took his daily plunge 1 There was
a profusion of bunting and loyal colours: indeed when bathing
at Weymouth one invariably wore a costume of red, white and
blue! And from the King's point of view it was all very pleasant.
With his accustomed keenness George followed tie events
taking place on the other side of the Channel He was not sorry
to find that Louis XVI had been compelled to summon a meeting
of the States Generd, for he held that no country was free unless
it possessed representative institutions; but when he saw that
the Revolution was getting out of hand, and learnt of the extrav-
agant activities of the French demagogues, his sentiments under-
went a great change; and he was immediately drawn to the side
of reaction by his natural appreciation for law and order. Miss
Burney relates how in April 1790 he discussed the French situation
with General Grenville, lately come out of France.
He conversed [she wrote] ... in a manner so unaffected, open and
manly—so highly superior to all despotic principles even while
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